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Framingham State University does not have a time limit for when a student can graduate. For the Didactic Program in Dietetics students, all of the courses that a student has completed when he/she/they graduate must have been taken within 10 years of the time that the first course that counts toward the degree was taken. At least 8 of the courses must have been taken at FSU. Considering how often nutrition and dietetics standards change, it is optimal if students complete their “Didactic Program in Dietetics-required” courses within 2 years. 
Verification of completion of dietetics programs is the method used by the Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics (ACEND) to ensure that academic and supervised practice requirements for membership in the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics or Commission on Dietetic Registration eligibility for the Registration Examination for Dietitians. 
Verification Statements are needed when graduates apply to an ACEND-accredited Supervised Practice Program.  Verification Statements are issued by the Program Director. They will be mailed to each Nutrition and Dietetics student who has: 
· completed a minimum B.S. degree  
· completed all specified program courses according to the University catalog under which the student has matriculated 
· has maintained a minimum overall GPA of 2.7, a minimum science GPA of 2.5 and has no grade under a C- in any nutrition or science courses.
Note:  
At various times a graduate may be asked to supply the Verification Statement (e.g., as part of a job application).  The Program Director will mail six paper copies or a copy via email with an authenticated digital signature to each graduate for his/her personal file to use when applying for state licensure/certification, membership in the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, etc.  The Foods and Nutrition Department will retain one (1) original indefinitely in the student/graduate file at the University, and will retain one (1) original for Program Director to submit to the Commission on Dietetic Registration as directed through the Random Audit Process for registration eligibility verification requirement for Pathway III students sitting for the Registered Dietetic Technician (DTR) Exam.  

